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1. Relevant Dates involving  E.C. (Eugene Clarence Warriner) 

 1866 -  Born in Earlville, Illinois. 

 1891 – Graduates from University of Michigan (Liberal Arts/Classical Studies) 

 1892 – Principal, Battle Creek High School 

 1895 – Principal, E. Saginaw High 

 1899 – 1918 – Superintendent, Saginaw Schools   (33-52) 

v 1910 – Organizes Michigan Branch of “The American School Peace League” 

v 1913-1914 – Involved in Women’s Suffrage Movement, writes “A History of the Suffrage” 

v 1914 –  World War I begins in Europe 

v March 1917,  Warriner’s son, Paul, a student at University of Michigan, dies 

v April 1917 – U.S. enters World War I 

v May 1917 – U.S. enacts the Conscription Act (Draft for World War I) 

v early October 1917 – learns that he has been elected President at Central Normal 

v May 1918 -  Sedition Act  (criminalizing “anti-war” speech)  

 1918– 1939– President, Central Normal 

v 1918 – April 1, begins Presidency at Central Normal  (Age 52) 

v 1928 – Kellogg-Briand Pact (“Treaty for the Renunciation of War”) signed 

v 1933 – (May/June)  Communicates  The Library of International Relations about the KB Pact  

v 1939 – Warriner Hall dedicated upon Warriner’s retirement (he retires on July 1, age 73)  

v 1945 – Passes on 
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I.		A	Brief	Story	of	How	
	 May	18th	and	the	American	School	Peace	League	
	
II.	Moral	Vision	and	Most	Cherished	Values	
	
	 We	as	a	nation	must	undergo	a	radical	revolution	of	values.	We	must	rapidly	begin	…	the	shift	from	a	thing-
	 oriented	society	to	a	person-oriented	society.		(MLK,	Speech	at	Riverside	Church,	April	4,	1967)		
	
	 a.			The	Love	of	Knowledge,	The	Intellectual	Life,	and	Lifelong	Learning	–	but	not	‘elitism’	
	 	 “The	Love	of	Knowledge	is	the	Highest	Aim	of	Life	both	Outside	of	School	and	In	School”		-	ECW	
	
	 b.		The	Necessity	of	Continued	Study	and	Lifelong	Learning	
	 	 i.	“The	Necessity	of	Continued	Study”	
	
	 	 ii.	“I	think	the	best	work	I	ever	did	at	Saginaw	was	in	stimulating	our	teachers	to	growth	and	study.		
	 	 I	mention	this	that	you	may	feel	confident	that	I	shall	try	to	put	the	scholarly	attitude	foremost	in		
	 	 the	faculty	at	Mount	Pleasant.”		-	ECW	
	 	
	 c.		Not	at	elitist:	“The	Garbage	Man”;		
	
	 d.			The	Importance	of	things	Unseen	
	 	 We	do	not	need	more	government,	we	need	more	culture.	We	do	not	need	more	law,	we	need	more		
	 	 religion.	We	do	not	need	more	of	the	things	that	are	seen,	we	need	more	of	the	things	that	are	unseen		
	 	 (CC,	1923)	
	
	 e.		Peace	and	Universal	Brotherhood	(and	Sisterhood)		
	
	 	 i.	By	Means	of	Education;	Courts	and	International	Treaties	
	
	 	 “Peace	Movement	not	to	add	another	burden	to	curriculum	–incidentally	through	history	and		
	 	 literature	and	May	18”	
	

The	teacher	should	have	a	viewpoint	which	will	lift	him	out	of	his	narrow	surroundings	and	`remind	
him	of		 the	great	procession	of	forward	looking	movements	which	demand	his	attention.	I	want	you	all	
to	be	informed		on	the	question	of	world-wide	peace.		I	want	you	all	to	realize	that	this	is	part	of	your	
obligation	as	well	as	that	of	the	statesmen	of	the	world…	Thus	may	we	all	 live	to	see	the	day	when	
war	shall	be	outlawed,	when	nations	turn	to	the	World	Court	to	lay	their	causes	as	naturally	as	men	
now	hale	their	neighbors	to	court	for	any	private	grievance.		May	God	hasten	this	happy	hour!		(1923	
speech)	

	 f.			The	Value	of	Optimism	&	Never	Give	Up	
	 	 “Vogue	today	among	intellectuals	to	cultivate	pessimism.		Choose	optimism”	
 
Further Resources: 
1) Warriner’s Papers on Europeana 1914-1916 
http://embed.europeana1914-
1918.eu/en/collection/search?q=%22Hope+Elizabeth+May%22&qf%5Bindex%5D%5B%5D=a 
 
2) E.C. Warriner’s Involvement in the Pre-WW1 Peace Movement (video of talk sponsored by Clarke Historical 
Library, Feb. 25, 2015) 
https://vimeo.com/124299329 
 
3) Global Ethics Day (October 2015) (Warriner’s views on Gender & Militarism Discussed) 
https://vimeo.com/152335063 
 
4) Peace, Patriotism, and Public Education - May Wright Sewall and E.C. Warriner	(video of talk sponsored by Clarke 
Historical Library, March 31, 2016).              https://vimeo.com/209916373 


